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Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR §1.56, Applicant 
hereby notifies the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which 
are listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 and/or listed herein and which the 
Examiner may deem relevant to patentability of the claims of the above- 
identified application. 



CONCISE EXPLANATION OF NON-ENGLISH LANGUAGE DOCUMENTS 
English abstracts summarizing the disclosures of Japanese publications 

AL-AP are submitted herewith. 

A partial translation of Japanese Publication No. 5-4739 is also submitted 

herewith. 
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Concurrently herewith, Applicants are submitting a Request for 
Continued Examination and accordingly, the present Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits, and therefore no statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 
C.F.R. §1.17(p) is required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission 
that any such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present 
application. Applicant does not ^ waive any right to take any action that would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent 
reference against the claims of the present application. 

If necessary, the paper should be considered as a petition for consideration 
of the Information Disclosure Statement under 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(d)(2) and that the 
petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.17(i) in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§1. 97(d)(3) should be charged to Deposit Account No. 05-1323 (Docket 
#38lNP/43816CO). 



Respectfully submitted, 



December 4, 2003 




CROWELL & MORING, LLP 
P.O. Box 14300 
Washington, DC 20044-4300 
Telephone No.: (202) 624-2500 
Facsimile No.: (202) 628-8844 
JDS:pct 
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FORM PTO- 1449 U-ST^epartraent of Commerce 
Patent & Trademark Office 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



Attorney Docket No. 
381NP/43816CO 



Serial No. 
09/754,296 



Applicant: 



Fumio TAJIMA et al. 



Filing Date 
January 5, 2001 



Group 
2834 



Examiner 
Initial 




Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub-Class 


Filing Date 
(if appropriate) 




AA 
















AB 
















AC 
















AD 
















AE 
















AF 
















AG 
















AH 
















AI 
















AJ 















U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial 




Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub- 
Class 


TRANSLATION 


Yes No 




AK 


5-4739 


1/22/93 


Japan 






partial 




AL 


5-236685 


9/10/93 


Japan 






Abstract 




AM 


7-31087 


1/31/95 


Japan 






Abstract 




AN 


8-205437 


8/9/96 


Japan 






Abstract 




AO 


8-251846 


9/27/96 


Japan 






Abstract 




AP 


8-331823 


12/13/96 


Japan 






Abstract 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



AQ 



The Institute of Electrical Engineers of Japan, July 7, 1995 - Document of the Institute of 
Electrical Engineers of Japan, pp. 33-42 



AR 



The Institute of Electrical Engineers of Japan, April 1987, Vol. 107 No. 4 - Journal of the 
Institute Electrical Engineers of Japan, p. 344 



AS 



lEE Japan, March 1992 - Document of 1992 National Convention on Record, pp. 7-11 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication. 



